[Rhabdoid meningioma: a potentially aggressive new variant].
Rhabdoid meningioma is a recently recognized clinicopathologic entity characterized histologically by cytoplasmic aggregates of intermediate filaments, and clinically by the propensity of such tumors to pursue an aggressive course. The authors report on clinical, radiologic and pathologic findings in three cases of rhabdoid meningioma identified in a retrospective surgical series of 204 meningothelial tumors. Patients included two females, aged 39 and 55 years, and a 54-year-old male. In the first two cases the tumors were located on the right and left lesser sphenoid wing, respectively; in the third case, the right cerebellopontine angle was affected. All three neoplasms evolved on a background on transitional meningioma and were conspicuous for dis-cohesive tumor cells and suppression of syncytical architecture. Immunohistochemistry and ultrastructural examination confirmed the meningothelial origin of inclusion-bearing rhabdoid cells. Although none of the tumors showed evidence of histologic anaplasia and Ki-67 labeling indices remained inferior to 2%, infiltrative growth into adjacent brain was noted in all three cases. On follow-up ranging from 8 months to 6 years, the patients remained either disease-free or alive with nonprogressive residual tumor. On account of their clinical behavior, well-differentiated rhabdoid meningiomas will be accommodated in the category of atypical meningiomas (WHO grade II). Their pathogenesis is likely to involve disrupted cytoskeletal integration of cell motility and proliferation, of which the rhabdoid phenotype may possibly represent a morphologic correlate.